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their support of the venerable Father from the town of Rozhem-
berok. They would obey his commands unquestioningly, because
to them he was the leader of their people, die one they accepted
without cavil or reservation. Of course other Slovaks, university
men and clergymen of rank, fought against his influence. They
resented bitterly the privileges he was appropriating as a clergyman
for purely political purposes. When, for example, Monseigneur
Okanik was elected on the Agrarian ticket as Senator his Bishop
didn't allow him to fill his post. Okanik had to resign, and sup-
porters of the learned Monseigneur, as devoted to the Roman
Catholic Church as any of Hlinka's followers, laid this ruling of
the Bishop to Hlinka's influence. Hlinka didn't relish the idea of
another clergyman becoming a political leader in Slovakia, at least
this was the view of Okanik's friends.

In the course of an election campaign in 1929 the Hlinka Party
printed posters showing Christ leading a procession of his disciples.
The purpose of the poster was to impress voters with the idea that
they were to follow Hlinka as the disciples followed the Lord.
There was an angry outburst against this manner of campaigning
and in one place someone plastered the poster with mud. Instantly
the Hlinka supporters cried out that infidels, presumably Czechs,
were desecrating the image of the Lord!

To me the feud between Hlinka and the Czechs was all the more
tragic because the two peoples, the Czechs and Slovaks, stem from
the same race, worship mostly in the same Church, and their
languages are so similar that knowing one makes it easy to under-
stand the speech and writing of the other. Even I with my
knowledge of Russian and with only a few months' study of Czech
had no difficulty in reading Slovak newspapers or carrying on \
conversation in the Slovak language. After all it was the Czechs
with their more advanced civilization who had started the process
of transforming Slovakia politically, economically, and culturally
and of helping it to become a nation with a life of its own. More
than that, the Czechs had always been partial to the artistic talents
and achievements of the Slovaks. No songs were more popular
among Czechs than Slovak folk songs. The Slovak wine cellars in
Prague were always crowded with Czechs who responded with
enthusiasm to the merry lilt or the plaintive wail of the Slovak